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I.  Let's begin our time together with the opening paragraphs from section IV
 historical statement of the AME church found in the Discipline.
A  Nov. 1787 the colored people belonging to the Methodist society in Philadelphia convened together to take into consideration the evils under which they labored arising from the unkind treatment by their white brethren, who considered them a nuisance in the house of worship and even pulled them off their knees while in the act of prayer and ordered them to the back seats.
	
1.  For these various other acts of unchristian conducts, they considered it their duty to devise a plan in order to build a house of their own in which they could worship God under their own vine and fig tree.
2.  Of course this led to the 1st social protest, peaceful and we teach the AME church was born out of a sociological protest, not a theological one.

3.  I want to submit that we rush too quickly away from the genesis of the theological particular that came as a result of prayer.  Say what you will about the history of the AME Church, you can not deny or disclaim the denominational distinctiveness that occurred because Richard Allen was a praying, and he was pulled from his knees while in the act of praying.
     -What was the content of the prayer? we do not  know , but this we
     do know that the primary mechanism that God uses for movement
     on earth, social, spiritual to bring heaven into our history is prayer. 
     -What God allows to happen on earth is conditioned by the absence
     or presence of prayer.

B.  Prayer was at the beginning of our founding history but prayer as a
necessity on a personal level has been diminished, derailed, even displaced, or made less than... but this pandemic has shifted our attention back to the necessity of having a personal prayer life.
1.  Tonight I want to offer 4 basic principles on the Necessity of A Personal
Prayer life...History records that John Wesley the founder of the Methodist Church understood the necessity of a personal prayer life.
2.  It is reported that Wesley would rise up 4:00 am each day to seek God for the first 4 hours of the day because Wesley embraced "thinking and believing" as the right blend of action and contemplation in ministry.
3.  Richard Allen believed the Methodist way was simple and easiest to adapt for slaves.  But, Richard Allen did not follow the model of John Wesley for the sake of it, Richard Allen followed the model and prototype of Jesus because Jesus by scripture understood the necessity for having a prayer life. THE CENTRAL IDEA IS, " is that A PERSONAL PRAYER LIFE IS ESSENTIAL IN MINISTRY. 
	That leads to Principle #1 The Necessity of a personal prayer 	life is not an option for citizens of the kingdom of God.



	





CENTRAL IDEAR

A PERSONAL PRAYER LIFE IS
ESSENTIAL IN MINISTRY.



PRINGIPLE #1

PRAYER IS NOT
AN OPTION FOR
CITIZENS OF THE
KINGDOM OF
GOD.
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1.  A prayer life is not an option to Christian believers, instead it is the kingdom requirement  This is quite evident given the context of Richard Allen's day,(slavery, racism, bigotry, inequality, no constitutional laws to uphold your rights, top down bureaucracy, powers, principalities, rulers of the darkness, spiritual wickedness in high places, the realm of the spirit has not changed.
2.  Yet this notion of a personal prayer life has fallen on hard times in part because of the profound misunderstanding of the concept of prayer. 
3.  And Pastors, may be contributors to minimizing one of the essential kingdom principles on the earth.  How you might ask is this so?

II.  Consider this interesting irony in the biblical text of Mark 11:17. Jesus comes to the temples and finds the people selling goods, going through their ritualistic procedures.  Jesus drives them out and began to teach them saying, "My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations, but you have made it a den of thieves.

A.  Jesus places priority on the efficacy of prayer.  Because people devoted to prayer know that God's kingdom mission is the most important pursuit on earth.  Jesus never said my house should be called a house of singing.  It is incredible that we sing for 45 minutes and pray less than 5 minutes.  (Prayer meting attendance is poor and in many cases a thing of the past.

1.  Jesus didn't say my house shall be called a house of preaching, we preach 1/2 hour or more without focusing on the import of prayer in the preparation of the sermon before entering the pulpit to preach.
2.  Maybe the reason so much of our singing and preaching is without great effect is because our singing and preaching is without effective prayer.  How much focus does the director of the choir place on the necessity of prayer and preacher what about your personal prayer life/. How essential is prayer in your life.  
3.  I spent 5 years in Seminary, I thought Seminary would fashion me into a person of sincere prayer.  I understood theological education would inform and instruct me to handle ministry and embrace my religious identity

B.  I embrace the marriage between a love of learning and a desire for God but I expected a greater depth of spiritual nurture.  However, my prayer life deepened not from Seminary, but from the woundedness and pain that Gardner C. Taylor says, "is inevitable for those called to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.

1.  Pastors must be intentional about their personal prayer life.  The superficiality, materialism of this world, noisiness, and pastoral life stress requires one to seek peace and tranquility because how we spend our days is how we spend our lives.
2.  A personal prayer life defends us from the chaos so we can live our lives mindful of God's presence.  John Wesley said, "the reason why prayer is necessary is that it seems like without God, man cannot do anything on earth, and without man, God will not do anything on earth.
3.  So there is this dependency God has created between God and us and prayer allows God ACCESS through us to get things done in ministry.  Prayer is the relational communication with God and the goal is to get eternity to make a statement in time.
	Principle #2 Prayer allows God access through us to get 	things done in heaven on earth.



MARK 11:17 (NIV)

* “And as he taught them, he said, “is it not written: My house will be
called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a “den
of robbers.:
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C.  So often as pastors, leaders, we become victims of our own success because our drive for success surpasses the necessity of prayer, so we use the name of God,  but we basically end up doing whatever in our own strength (flesh) restricting God's power, guidance through God's access to our lives.
1.  Let me put it another way, we become blinded by our own biases, subsequently we suffer from "compassion fatigue" and become weary and anxious.  Our imagination and creativity becomes constricted and we test positive to what what Willis Harmon describes as, "deficiency of higher creativity."
2.  This is why we must allow God access to our spirit before running, rushing from one activity, meeting to the next, you must take a moment to breath deeply in prayer and open yourself to God's anointing, spirit. (Marine creatures like whales, dolphins, from the ocean depths must rise at intervals to breathe so as to live.  Prayer is the Christian's vital breathe, it is the spiritual oxygen of our souls.
3.  Here are a few alerts that will tell if you as a pastor need to work on your Personal prayer life.  


ALERTS

If there is less passion in your preaching and you find yourself becoming quickly
frustrated.

If you pull away from the truth or people who hold you to honesty and declare them to
be your haters or turn them into scapegoats.

If your sermons are disorganized, and you become easily distracted and forgetful.

If you are in denial or have difficulty listening because something or someone is in your
head and you can longer hear or discern the voice of God’s Spirit.

If your spirit is not right...your calling will be compromised, and you will damage
people without ever giving it a second thought.
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-if there is less passion in your preaching and you fid yourself becoming quickly frustrated.
-if you pull away from the trust of the bible, or people who hold you to honesty, and you declare them to be your "haters" or turn them into your scapegoats.
-If your sermons are disorganized, and you become easily distracted and forgetful.
-If you are in denial, or have difficulty listening to wise counsel because something or someone is in your head and you can no longer hear or discern the voice of God's Spirit.
-If your spirit is not right....you calling will be compromised, and you will damage people without ever giving it a second thought.

III.  Before logging on to the computer, checking in another FACEBOOK, Instagram, answering another call, texting another message, signing on to another zoom session, you ought to try allowing God access as you breathe moving to your next ministry task.  Stop running on auto-pilot and allow God to touch your humanity.

A.  By the way, the Church the AME church is driven by events, and those church events can help to massage and inflate our egos.  It feels good if we can get groups of people together for an event or even in front of the computer for a zoom session because "gathering is much easier than growing and gathering is the easiest way to measure success by means of counting.
	Principle #3 Prayer opens our eyes to our delusion:
  belief or impression that is firmly maintained despite being contradicted by what is generally accepted as reality or rational, it is a symptom of a mental disorder.



PRINCIPLE #3

PRAYER OPENS
OUR EYES TO
OUR DELUSION.
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1.  It feels good when people keep telling us how our sermons are wonderful, and we misread and believe all is well without knowing the nature of the church is passive aggressive.  Delusion sets it and you start making promises in the pulpit that God didn't make.  The church culture becomes low in accountability and that fosters delusion.  Cultural behaviors that undermine business results through silence, fear, blame collusion, resistance and deflection of responsibility encourage delusion. Dysfunctional culture produces delusional pastors with organizational slios, entitlement based, policies.
2. Social media likes, shares, hits, hearts, thumbs up and views become our false measurement of success over against movement towards discipleship. 
3.  Ministry is challenging work, and now with wearing masks, social distancing, washing hands, pastors are significantly impacted having to cope with constant change of the new normal, trying to preach effectively with empty pews as your audience is different.

B.  The requirement of technology, the intensity of working from home, dealing with the reality you can't visit hospitals, or officiate in the normal manner at funerals, makes ministry even harder.

1.  Add to that the anxiety, frustration, fatigue, unspoken fear, so prayer becomes vital and a personal prayer life is needed like never before.
2.  Prayer is the intentional opening of our lives to the alignment and direction of God's will and word, so the end product conforms with God's purpose and newness of life.
3.  The value and necessity of a personal prayer lie strengthens our resolve and relationship with God, prayer helps to energize and satisfy our soul.

	Principle #4 Prayer Grants us Spiritual authority



PRINCIPLE # 4

PRAYER GRANTS
US SPIRITUAL
AUTHORITY
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Prayer Grants us Spiritual Authority.
1.  God has the power and grants his believers the authority.  But that requires cooperation.  God's word is our authority document.  It is our Kingdom citizen constitution, and the body of Christ is granted certain rights that are protected by laws.
2.  When we state in prayer what the constitution says, and in faith agree as legal citizens of the kingdom, we are told to ask and we shall receive, to seek and we shall find, to knock and the door shall be opened.
3.  By allowing God access through prayer I am better able to understand what it means to be human and it enables me to get a full understanding of life's significant issues.

IV.  Prayer allows things to be revealed that play a prominent role in our lives more than we would like them to.  Prayer allows me to wrestle with and better align my decisions with what God has in mind for me to do and provides enlightenment on how to get it done.

A.  Here is what I learned and discovered when I pray.  I am joining a conversation that is already in progress.  That is staggering but right now, whether we are conscious of the fact or not, Jesus is interceding for us with the father.

1.  The son is interceding, and the Spirit is there too, and they are talking together in the conversation in ways we cannot understand.  Right now as Pastor, believer, you and I are being prayed for and we are the subject of the conversation.
2.  A personal prayer life is necessary so we can do God's business o the earth.  That is interesting because prayer is the only thing the disciples asked Jesus to teach them.
3.  Luke's gospel has been called the gospel of prayer because it emphasizes our need to pray and presents Jesus prayer life.  9 times the bible tells us of prayer that Jesus offered in the crisis of his life and 7 of those times are found in Luke's gospel.

B.  Out of all the disciples saw Jesus do, turn water into wine, raise the dead, walk in water, cast out demons, heal lepers, open eyes of the. blind, heal a man of 38 years as an invalid, calm the raging sea.

1.  Not one time did the disciples ask Jesus to tech them to do a miracle.  The only thing they ever asked Jesus to do was to teach them to pray.
2.  Not to preach, prophesy, cast out demons, how to start a church, or even grow a church.  What they understood was the necessity of a personal prayer life.
3.  They said, "teach us to pray." not teach us a prayer, we can repeat but to pray.  Jesus went to the garden to pray.  Jesus dropped to his knees and the disciples dropped their eye lids and went to sleep.

C.  This is only place in scripture where someone asks Jesus for a specific teach and Jesus never prayed with them...Jesus only prays for them.  And Jesus establishes himself as their prototype.

1.  If you don't have a personal prayer life, you won't have spiritual authority.  Why was this the only thing they asked Jesus to teach them?
2.  Early in the morning they knew Jesus went to pray.  In Israel the morning begins around 4:00am, and they market place,opens around 7:00 am or 8:00 am
3.  Jesus prayed before the city woke up and when the disciples woke up they saw Jesus coming back from praying.  Jesus had been praying for hours, then he goes to the village and heals a man in 4 seconds.

V.  Jesus prays then he heals a leper in 2 seconds, after his prayer things are reversed and things are changed, turned around after the prayer.

A.  So what Jesus does in 4 seconds or 1 second, is not as important as what Jesus does before in personal prayer.  I found out when I was facing challenging spirits, difficult business decisions, antagonistic members, disgruntled complainers who only wanted their way and plotted or conspired when they did not get their way.  I realized when I had to face the Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots of our day in Official Board meetings or in the hall, the time spent in personal prayer helped me survive and sustained my sanity.

1.  I witness the shift in a meeting in a second, that came on the heels of time spent in a prayer allowing God access to my spirit.  You know what
the pandemic has created some interesting happenings in the life of the church.
2.  For the first time the church is having a conversation about itself and preachers are not talking about how many people they see on Sunday, and preachers are not talking about how people were slayed and fell to the floor or shouted after the sermon.
3.  No one is talking about how many chairs had to be added or even how much money was raised.  

B.  I mentioned at the beginning the denominational distinctiveness of prayer and now the Council of Bishops have started virtual prayer sessions.

1.  Thanks to Bishop Davis this whole notice of personal prayer is not foreign to him.  I recall receiving emails about praying for the Annual Conference, and the Summer Summits.  I said wow, a Bishop that really takes a personal prayer life seriously, what an anomaly.
2.  This Church of Allen is now talking about itself to itself.  Maybe this is a new sign of rebirth.  I'm not sure if this will be the new normal or for how long. 
3.  Could this be the spirit of Richard Allen saying, "God we want to allow you access to your church through our lives so that you can do for us what you did before?  Will we once again hear and see prayer bands?

C. Maybe the spirit is saying, no longer will you use God to promote your own agenda, but being faithful to God in prayer will yield its own rewards.  I just know prayer invites God into our problems and distributes eternity into time.

1.  I know prayer is a lifestyle and not an event and that is why the bible says pray without ceasing, like breathing...I know what happens when you stop breathing, that is why oppressed people started singing...I know what prayer can do, and they repeated it over and over.
2.  I don't know but its a good feeling to believe that the Spirit is calling us back to the reality of this.....Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer that calls me from a world of care, and bids me at my Father's throne, make all my wants and wishes known.  In seasons of distress and grief my soul has often found relief and often escaped the tempter's snare by thy return sweet hour of prayer.
3.  




SUMMARY

Principle: #1. Prayer is not an option for citizens of the Kingdom of God.

Principle: #2. Prayer allows God access through us to get things done in heaven on earth.

Principle #3. Prayer opens our eyes to our delusion

Principle #4 Prayer grants us spiritual authority
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